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D. CAMPUS PATTERNS 

The University of Michigan campus is made up of layer 
upon layer of complex patterns -- of landscapes, activities and 
structures of varying ages, qualities and materials; of systems 
and infrastructures; and of relationships.  An understanding of 
these patterns will be basic to any attempt to add to or change the 
physical campus.  

In Phase I we have combined maps from different sources to 
convey information on all campuses and about a range of urban 
and campus variables -- land use, transportation, landscape and 
open space, natural systems and others.   By illustrating some 
patterns -- land use and campus activities, for example -- layer by 
layer we hope to perceive new relationships, understand the rules 
that guide or should guide their growth, and thereby make well-
based recommendations.

On the following pages are maps illustrating patterns of:

1. Land Use

• Land Use: Ann Arbor (p. 38), shows the University in the larger 
context of the city and adjacent areas.  Together, the campus and 
Huron River form a cruciform dividing the City into quadrants.

• Land Use: Campus and Surrounding Areas (p. 40), illustrates 
on one map University and off-campus activities.

• Land uses are shown disaggregated on pages 41 to 48:

• Land Use: Sciences (p. 41)

• Land Use: Housing (p. 42)

• Land Use: Religious Institutions (p. 43)

• Land Use: UM Administration (p. 44)

• University Buildings: Classrooms and Laboratory Space (p. 45) 
illustrates the density of classrooms and classroom and research 
laboratories.  By this measure, parts of North Campus appear as 
dense as Central Campus.

• Land Use: Arts (p. 46)

• Land Use: Recreation (p. 47)

• Land Use Patterns Disagreggated (p. 48) includes individual 
diagrams for Open Space, Libraries, Parking and Industry.

2. Open Space

• Components of Open Space (p. 49)

• Open Space System: Activities and Access (p. 50)

• Landscape Types: Aesthetic and Spatial Quality (p. 51) 
categorizes the type and character of campus open space.

• Open Space Quality diagrams (pp. 52-53) characterize campus 
open space.

3. Transportation

• Transportation: Ann Arbor (p. 54) shows the University within 
the context of regional transportation systems.

• Transportation: Campus and Surrounding Areas (p. 55) 
overlays on one map major roads, parking lots and transit hubs.

• University and Ann Arbor Transit Routes (p. 56)

• Bicycle Routes (p. 57) shows Ann Arbor Bicycle routes overlaid 
on City and University recreational uses.

• Freshmen Path Diagram: Residence to First Class (p. 58).

• Senior Path Diagram: Residence to First Class (p. 59). 

• Scale Comparisons: Walking Distances (pp. 60-61) illustrates 
walks between UM campuses and equivalent distances in well-
known cities.  What makes some walks more imageable and 
manageable than others?  Walking from landmark to landmark?  
Along a line or easily defined path?  Activities along the way?

4. Interdisciplinary Linkages

• Interdisciplinary Linkages as Reported by the Deans (p. 63) 
was prepared in 1994 by Patricia S. Whitesell, Office of the Vice 
President for Research.

 We have been working on other maps -- learning channels, 
public safety, regional land uses, and other campus scale 
comparisons, for example.  These are in draft form for discussion 
with the Advisory Committee, and will be included in future 
reports.  As we learn more about other patterns, systems and 
relationships -- archaeological sites, for example -- we will map 
those too.
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Diagram: Patricia S. Whitesell, 
UM Office of the Vice President for Research
1994
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